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Bhupinder Singh Bance, 
known as Peter Bance, is a 
renowned Sikh historian, 
independent researcher, and 
antiquarian. He is a third- 
generation UK-born Sikh, 
whose family migrated to 
Britain from West Punjab in 
1936. A prolific writer, he has 
published works on the Sikh 
migration and the establish- 
ment of the Sikh temples in the 
UK, as well as writing for The 
Times and The Oxford National 
Biography. He is an authority on 
the life and family of Mahara- 
jah Duleep Singh, on whom he 
has written extensively, 
publishing a number of books 
and publications, in addition to 
contributing to numerous 
mainstream film and television 
documentaries on the 
maharajah. His passion for 
collecting artifacts has led him 
to assemble the largest 
collection of memorabilia 
relating to the maharajah, and 
he possesses one of the finest 
antiquarian libraries on 
eighteenth and nineteenth 
century printed books on Sikhs 
and the Punjab. He has 
exhibited worldwide, including 
at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, the British Museum, 
and the Bard Graduate Centre 
New York. 
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Gurnam Singh Sidhu Brard 
was born and raised in the 
village of Mehraj in Punjab. His 
early education was quite 
irregular, inadequate, and by 
happenstance. He attended 
Khalsa College, Amritsar, in 
1946 for a short time but then 
returned to do farm work in his 
village for some years. Much 
later, after joining the Punjab 
University College in 
Hoshiarpur and getting the 
M.Sc. degree in 1956, he taught 
physics briefly at Government 
College, Gurdaspur, and then 
at Khalsa College. In 1957, he 
was admitted to the graduate 
school in physics at the 
University of Washington, 
Seattle, and after obtaining his 
doctorate he worked at the 
Lawrence Livermore Labora- 
tory, which was run then by 
the University of California for 
the U.S.A.E.C. Most of his 
research work there involved 
the transport of radiation from 
nuclear sources, and the study 
of fission and other nuclear 
reactions. Some of that work 
could be published in 
unclassified physics and 
nuclear engineering journals. 
In the mid-1960s he, along with 
Dr. Meji Singh and others, 
associated closely with Dr. N. 
S. Kapany as the Sikh 
Foundation was established. 





Kiran Kaur Kapany spent her 
early adult years practicing law 
in Marin County, California, 
where she enjoyed her time 
spent as a Temporary Judge in 
its Superior Court. In 1996 she 
and her husband, director 
Michael Schwarz, founded 
Kikim Media, whose work over 
the past twenty years has been 
honored with some of the more 
prestigious awards in 
broadcasting. These include 
three national Emmy Awards, 
two George Foster Peabody 
Awards, the Alfred I. 
DuPont—Columbia University 
Journalism Award for 
Investigative Journalism, the 
Investigative Reporters and 
Editors Award, Red and Blue 
Ribbons from the American 
Film Festival, the Grand Prize 
in the Robert F. Kennedy 
Journalism Awards for 
Coverage of the Disadvan- 
taged, and numerous Ciné 
Golden Eagles and local 
Emmys. 
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Jean-Marie Lafont, Ph.D. in 
Greek archaeology, has a 
Doctorat d’Etat in modern 
history. He taught at the 
University of Libya (Benghazi), 
Punjab University (Lahore), 
Université de Lyon 3, and 
University of Delhi. His 
publications include La présence 
francaise dans le royaume sikh du 
Penjab 1822-1849 (1992, for 
which he received the Giles 
Award of the Institut de France 
in 1995); Indika. Essays in Indo- 
French Relations 1630-1976 
(2000); Chitra. Cities and 
Monuments of Eighteenth- 
Century India from French 
Archives (2001); Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh Lord of the Five Rivers 
(2002); Fauj-i-khas. Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh and His French 
Officers (2002); La Fontaine. The 
Dream of an Inhabitant of the 
Mogol (2005 and 2006); Lost 
Palaces of Delhi (2006); The 
French and Lahore (2007); The 
French and Delhi, Agra, Aligarh 
and Sardhana (with Rehana 
Lafont, 2010); and Piveron de 
Morlat: Mémoire sur l’Inde 
(1786), Les opérations 
diplomatiques et militaires 
francaises aux Indes pendant la 
guerre d’Indépendance américaine 
(2013). 
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Gurinder Singh Mann, Ph.D., 
taught religion at Columbia 
University (1988-1999), held 
the Kundan Kaur Kapany 
Chair in Sikh Studies at the 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara (1999-2015), and is 
currently the director of the 
Global Institute for Sikh 
Studies, New York. His 
research interests focus on 
Sikhism, the Punjabi language, 
and society in the Punjab. His 
publications include The 
Goindval Pothis (Harvard 
Oriental Series 51, 1997), The 
Making of Sikh Scripture (Oxford 
University Press, 2001), and 
Sikhism (Prentice Hall, 2004). 
Beginning in 2016, he has taken 
up the responsibility of 
managing the Journal of Sikh 
and Punjab Studies and is 
working toward developing a 
series of critical editions and 
translations of early Sikh texts. 
In past years, he has lectured 
on Sikh issues at fifty-plus 
American universities. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 





Mary-Ann Milford-Lutzker, 
Ph.D., Professor of Asian Art 
History, holds the Carver Chair 
in East Asian Studies and is 
chair of the Department of Art 
and Art History at Mills 
College, Oakland, California. 
She received her Ph.D. from the 
University of California, 
Berkeley. Her early work 
focused on classical Indian and 
Indonesian art for which she 
wrote about and curated 
exhibitions, including The 
Image of Women in Indian Art 
and Myths and Symbols in 
Indonesian Art. Since the mid- 
1990s she has been working 
with women artists in India. In 
1997 she curated Women Artists 
of India: A Celebration of 
Independence, an exhibition that 
was part of the Festival of India 
celebrating India’s fifty years of 
independence from British 
colonial rule. In 2001 she 
curated the first retrospective 
of Zarina Hashmi’s art. She has 
written extensively on Indian 
women artists, and written and 
curated exhibitions of Asian 
American artists. In 2012 she 
was an NEH fellow at the 
Institute for Asian American 
Art, New York University. She 
is a founding member of 
SACHI (Society for Art and 
Cultural Heritage of India) and 
serves on the Advisory 
Committee for the Society for 
Asian Art, Asian Art Museum, 
San Francisco. She also serves 
on national and international 
art organization boards. 





Jyoti M. Rai is a renowned 
numismatist specializing in 
coins of the Misl and Mahara- 
jah Ranjit Singh period. She 
lived in New York for over 
twenty years and put together 
a noteworthy and extensive 
collection of Sikh coins. While 
living there she wrote several 
research papers on Sikh mints 
for the Oriental Numismatic 
Society, England. She was on 
the board of the American 
Numismatic Society’s Standing 
Committee for Central and 
South Asian Coins, sorting, 
assessing, cataloging, and 
researching the society’s 
collection of Sikh as well as 
other Indian coins. On her 
return to India, together with 
the eminent Sikh historian 
Sardar Patwant Singh, she 
coauthored the definitive 
biography The Empire of the 
Sikhs: The Life and Times of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. She was 
a founder member of the Delhi 
Coin Society, New Delhi, 
becoming its vice president, 
then president. She is also an 
established jewelry designer 
and has her own jewelry 
company. 
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Navtej Sarna is India’s 
Ambassador to the United 
States. A professional diplomat 
since 1980, he earlier served as 
Ambassador to Israel, High 
Commissioner to the United 
Kingdom, and Secretary at 
India’s Foreign Office and also 
its longest-serving spokesper- 
son. His books include the 
novels We Weren’t Lovers Like 
That and The Exile; nonfiction 
works Folk Tales of Poland, The 
Book of Nanak, and Second 
Thoughts; a short story 
collection, Winter Evenings; the 
historical travel narrative 
Indians at Herod’s Gate; and two 
translations, Zafarnama and 
Savage Harvest. His short stories 
have been broadcast over the 
BBC World Service, and he 
contributes regularly to 
journals in India and abroad. 





Cristin McKnight Sethi, Ph.D., 
is a historian and curator of 
South Asian art. Her research 
and teaching interests include 
histories of textiles and folk art; 
the intersection of gender and 
practices of making, collecting, 
and museological practice; and 
visual culture during early 
modern to contemporary 
periods. She has published on 
contemporary craft in India, 
the history of natural dyes in 
Asia, and the production and 
circulation of folk embroidery 
during the late nineteenth 
century. She has held curatorial 
and research positions at the 
Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art, the Asian Art Museum 
of San Francisco, the Philadel- 
phia Museum of Art, and the 
Museum of International Folk 
Art in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
She is currently Assistant 
Professor and Director of 
Graduate Studies in Art 
History at The George 
Washington University in 
Washington, D.C. 
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Mohinder Singh, Ph.D., was 
born in 1941 in Haripur District 
(now in Pakistani Panjab). He 
taught history at the University 
of Delhi and the Punjabi 
University, Patiala. Earlier he 
served as Director of the Guru 
Nanak Foundation, New Delhi; 
Member, National Commission 
for Religious and Linguistic 
Minorities, Government of 
India; and Member, National 
Commission for Minority 
Educational Institutions, 
Government of India. 
Currently he is Professor of 
Eminence in the Department of 
Punjab Historical Studies, 
Punjabi University, Patiala, and 
Director, National Institute of 
Panjab Studies and Bhai Vir 
Singh Sahitya Sadan, New 
Delhi. He has lectured on Sikh 
studies at several Indian and 
foreign universities and was 
Visiting Professor of Sikhism in 
the Department of Global 
Studies, University of 
California, Santa Barbara. 





Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh, 
Ph.D., is the Crawford 
Professor of Religious Studies 
at Colby College, Waterville, 
Maine. Her interests focus on 
sacred poetics, art, and feminist 
issues. She has published 
extensively in the field of Sikh 
religion; her books include Of 
Sacred and Secular Desire (2012), 
Sikhism (2011), Cosmic 
Symphony (2008), The Birth of 
the Khalsa (SUNY, 2005), The 
Name of My Beloved (Penguin, 
2001), The Feminine Principle in 
the Sikh Vision of the Transcen- 
dent (1993), and Metaphysics and 
Physics of the Guru Granth Sahib 
(Sterling, 1981). Her views have 
also been aired on television 
and radio in America, Canada, 
England, Ireland, Australia, 
India, and Bangladesh. She 
serves on the editorial board of 
several journals, including the 
History of Religions, the Journal 
of the American Academy of 
Religion, and Sikh Formations. 
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Nirvikar Singh, Ph.D., is 
Distinguished Professor of 
Economics and Sarbjit Singh 
Aurora Chair of Sikh and 
Punjabi Studies at the 
University of California, Santa 
Cruz, where he also directs the 
Center for Analytical Finance. 
He has been a member of the 
Advisory Group to the Finance 
Minister of India on G-20 
matters, and has served as 
Consultant to the Chief 
Economic Adviser, Ministry of 
Finance, Government of India. 
His current research topics 
include Sikh and Punjabi 
studies, entrepreneurship, 
information technology and 
development, Indian Ameri- 
cans (including Sikhs), and the 
Indian economy. He has 
authored over 100 research 
papers and coauthored or 
coedited six books. 
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Pashaura Singh, Ph.D., is 
Professor and Dr. Jasbir Singh 
Saini Endowed Chair in Sikh 
and Punjabi Studies at the 
University of California, 
Riverside (UCR). Currently, he 
is the Chair of UCR’s 
Department of Religious 
Studies. His teaching and 
research focus on scriptural 
studies and early Sikh history. 
He has a sound knowledge of 
traditional Sikh learning, 
manuscripts in archaic forms of 
Gurmukhi script, and Indian 
religious traditions, with a 
mastery of contemporary 
issues in textual studies, 
canonicity, hermeneutics, 
literary theory, and history of 
religions. His publications 
include The Guru Granth Sahib: 
Canon, Meaning, and Authority 
(Oxford University Press/OUP 
2000), The Bhagats of the Guru 
Granth Sahib: Sikh Self-Definition 
and the Bhagat Bani (OUP 2003), 
and Life and Work of Guru Arjan: 
History, Memory, and Biography 
in the Sikh Tradition (OUP 2006). 
He has also edited or coedited 
seven volumes, including 
Sikhism in Global Context (OUP 
2011) and The Oxford Handbook 
of Sikh Studies (OUP, UK, 2014). 
Currently, he is working on 
two research projects: A 
Dictionary of Sikh Studies (OUP, 
UK, 2017) and Sacred Melodies: 
History, Theory and the 
Performance of Sikh Kirtan. 





Henry J. Walker, Ph.D., is 
Senior Lecturer in Classics at 
Bates College in Lewiston, 
Maine. He is the author of 
Theseus and Athens (Oxford, 
1995), Valerius Maximus: 
Memorable Deeds and Sayings 
(Hackett, 2004), and The Twin 
Horse Gods: The Dioskouroi in 
Mythologies of the Ancient World 
(I. B. Tauris, 2015). He also 
published “Golden Temple, 
Marble Forum” in Sikh Art and 
Literature (Routledge, 1999). He 
was born in Ireland, and was 
an avid stamp collector as a 
youngster. 
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Paul Michael Taylor, Ph.D., is 
both Co-editor (with Sonia 
Dhami) of this volume and 
author of Chapter 15. He is a 
research anthropologist at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of Natural 
History, is Director of its Asian 
Cultural History Program, and 
serves as Curator of Asian, 
European, and Middle Eastern 
Ethnology. He is an author or 
editor of fourteen books and 
numerous scholarly articles on 
the ethnography, ethnobiology, 
languages, and art (or material 
culture) of Asia, especially 
Indonesia. He has also curated 
twenty-one museum exhibi- 
tions (including five online 
virtual exhibitions), and served 
as the Director of Ethnographic 
Film Development for Essential 
TV (Overseas) Ltd. to develop 
twelve documentary anthropo- 
logical films. During his studies 
of rural social, ecological, and 
poverty-alleviation issues, as 
well as his work on documen- 
tary films, he lived for four 
years in tribal or rural villages 
of Southeast Asia. The recipient 
of numerous international 
grants and awards, he has 
served on the Board of 
Directors of the Association for 
Asian Studies, and has been a 
longtime member of the 
Smithsonian’s Asian-Pacific 
American Heritage Committee. 
He has worked closely with 
many individuals and 
community organizations to 
establish “Heritage” projects at 
the Smithsonian, including its 
Sikh Heritage project, founded 
in February 2000, which has 
hosted numerous conferences 
since 2001 (including the 2006 
Sikh Heritage Lectures held in 
Chandigarh, India, co- 
organized with the Anandpur 
Sahib Foundation). Its flagship 
exhibition, Sikhs: Legacy of the 
Punjab, opened at the 
Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Natural History in 
July 2004. 
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Sonia Dhami is Co-editor 
(with Paul Michael Taylor) of 
this volume. She is Executive 
Director of the Sikh 
Foundation, which she joined 
in 2008. Since then she has 
organized and assisted in Sikh 
art exhibits, conferences, 
community events, and 
publication of the annual Sikh 
fine arts calendar. She has also 
edited a richly illustrated 
volume, Games We Play: A 
Journey Down Memory Lane with 
Childhood Games from the Sikh 
Heartland of the Punjab. Before 
moving to California in 2005, 
she ran her own design firm in 
India, which executed projects 
for Sikh institutions in that 
country, the U.K, Canada, and 
the U.S. One of her initiatives, 
“Landscaping at Anandpur 
Sahib Welcome Gates,” was 
showcased in Washington, 
D.C., at the Smithsonian 
Institution’s NMNH Asian- 
Pacific American Heritage 
Month in 2001. A graduate of 
St. Bedes College-Shimla, she 
earned her Master’s in Business 
Administration from Punjab 
Agricultural University— 
Ludhiana. 
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